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Conclusions

BBV screening in IRC settings is achievable and increases
likelinood of identifying positive cases of HBV, HCV and HIV, with
high rates of testing comparable to PPG prison settings.

BBV treatment in IRC settings is feasible, with high rates of

linkage to care using a collaborative, multi-agency approach.

Introduction

« Hepatitis C virus (HCV) elimination is a national priority under NHS England’s
programme.

* There are also national programmes to support improved screening, testing and
linkage to care for Hepatitis B virus (HBV) and Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV).

* Inthe UK, there are 7 Immigration Removal Centres (IRCs) with ~20,000 individuals
being detained in 2024."

* Prevalence of blood borne viruses (BBV) such as HBV, HCV and HIV in IRCs is
poorly understood, but some countries have higher prevalence for BBVs than the UK.?

« As aresult of this IRCs are potentially an important place to test for BBVSs.

« Barriers to BBV testing include fast turnover of residents and hesitancy to treat due to
risk of deportation.

Background

« As part of National Health Service England (NHSE) plans to eliminate HCV in
England by 2025, Practice Plus Group (PPG) and Gilead Sciences formed a
partnership in May 2019 to optimise HCV test and treat in their secure settings.

* Following a successful pilot in 2022, opt-out BBV screening has been implemented
at 3 immigration removal services (IRCs) where PPG provides healthcare (with a
population of ~1200), the Hepatitis C Trust provided an IRC support worker who
attends sites to support staff and residents, with regional liver Operational Delivery
Networks (ODNSs) providing treatment for viral hepatitis. Data have been reviewed to
ascertain offer and uptake of screening and HCV prevalence in 2024.

« |RCs are purpose-built detention centres used to hold people detained under the
Immigration Act, including foreign nationals, asylum seekers, refugees, individuals
refused permission to enter the UK, and individuals who have overstayed or failed to
comply with visa terms.?

* The nature of this system means that IRC residents may enter and leave in less than
24 hours, presenting unique challenges for testing and treating blood-borne viruses
in this setting.

« Additional challenges include perceived eligibility for treatment in the NHS and
treatment continuity in countries of origin.

Immigration Removal Centres in England

Heathrow IRC Derwentside IRC

Gatwick IRC

= Capacity of 626 people
» First purpose-built IRC in the UK
» PPG healthcare from September 2021

= Capacity of 965 people
= Largest IRC in Europe
= PPG healthcare from April 2022

Objectives

= Capacity of 84 people
= \Women-only
» PPG healthcare from October 2023

* Improve understanding of prevalence of HIV, HBV and HCV in immigration removal
centres in the UK.

* Develop care pathways to link to care IRC residents testing positive for HIV, HBV
and HCV.

« Determine potential unmet needs regarding the optimisation of the HIV, HBV and
HCV SLTC pathways.
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* Residents in the IRCs were offered tests for HIV, HBV and HCV using point of care
antibody tests within the first 7 days of arrival.

* Residents with reactive tests for HIV were referred by GP to sexual health for
additional confirmatory tests, residents with reactive tests for HBV and HCV would
have diagnostic bloods taken (venous and/or Cepheid where applicable) prior to
referral to the onsite hepatology clinic.

« Residents found to be living with HIV would be reviewed offsite and treatment
provided within 24 hours.

* Residents found to be HBsAg+ or HCV RNA+ would be reviewed on site by an
outreach hepatology team, and treatment provided if appropriate.

* An agreement was made between the Government, NHS England and PPG that
every effort would be made to delay the transfer of residents if diagnosed with a
BBV, an issue that has previously been an historic barrier to treatment.

« Data on BBV testing, prevalence and treatment were collected using SystmOne
electronic records for all three IRCs, with supplemental data pulled following manual
review of patient records by the PPG National BBV lead. Data were anonymised and
aggregated.

Figure 1. BBV Screening and Linkage to Care Pathway
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 The number of residents tested for HCV within 7 days of entry to the IRC and the
proportion of the population who have a documented test for HCV within the past
12 months were comparable to the national PPG prison population.

Figure 2. HCV Testing Uptake and Coverage in 2024
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 HBYV surface antigen prevalence was 1.1% in 2024.

« HCV antibody prevalence was 2.7% and HCV RNA prevalence was 0.66% of total
population in 2024.

* HIV prevalence was 0.77% in 2024.

* Linkage to care was high with 86% of eligible patients initiating treatment for HCV in
2024 and 100% of eligible patients currently on or being assessed for treatment for
HIV in 2024.

* As not every patient who is diagnosed with HBV requires treatment, these data were
not collected.

Table 1. IRC BBV Data 2024

IRC Data 2024

HBsAg prevalence (%) 1.1%
HCV Antibody prevalence (%) 2.7%
HCV RNA prevalence (%) (of total population) 0.66%
HIV prevalence (%) 0.77%
HCV Treatment (n) (residents started on direct acting antivirals) 39
HIV Treatment (n) (resident started/continued on antiretroviral therapy) 8

The 13th International Conference on Health and Hepatitis in Substance Users (INHSU) 2025; 14-17 October, 2025; Cape Town, South Africa
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