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Prevalence of Hepatitis C virus (HCV) infection among people who use drugs has been confirmed
worldwide to exceed that observed in general population. Opioid substitution treatment services
targeting drug-dependent patients provide convenient points of contact for the implementation of
service initiatives for screening and elimination of HCV infection. In Poland universal screening
involving drug users has not been introduced so far.

Methods:

In 2021 Polish Group of HCV Experts in collaboration with National Consultant in Psychiatry and
Polish Psychiatric Association had started the project of national multicenter HCV screening in
psychiatric hospitals and clinics.
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Conclusions:

Methadone maintenance patients exhibit a number of risk factors, including intravenous drug use,
self-harm and incarceration, that make HCV infection more possible. They are also older, have a
higher prevalence of psychiatric illness and treatment is usually more problematic. To recognize
prevalence, risk of reinfection (need for HCV-RNA testing) and implementation of appropriate
cascade of care are of extremal importance.
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