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Declarations

* | have previously received an honorarium from Gilead Sciences
Europe Ltd for presentations given



HMP Berwyn

* Largest prison in the UK —
capacity for 2100 men

 Opened in 2017

 HCV testing was always }
intended to be “opt-out” but T’ Wrex
only 631 tests taken in 2018

 HCV treatment via hospital

led clinics — many released
before appointment
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* Prison should be a great
opportunity for test/
treatment




What did we want to achieve?

e Every man in prison should get the chance to be tested and if
necessary be treated for hepatitis C

* Micro-elimination of hepatitis C in line with WHO and Welsh
government targets

e Other UK prisons had success with high-intensity test and treat events
(HITTs) but testing sometimes then not maintained

* We wanted to make testing and treatment part of day to day life in
HMP Berwyn



The team

Public Health Wales support with
testing

Blood-borne virus nurse to help test,
to diagnose and counsel, and to
educate staff

Specialist pharmacist to assess
patients and prescribe treatment

Peers (one with lived experience of
prison and hepatitis C treatment) to
educate and support

Trained peers from within the prison
population to help support and
educate

Wider prison staff trained to take on

testing etc



Achievements

* Micro-elimination of hepatitis Cin HMP Berwyn declared in early 2024
and sustained since

* Every prisoner offered testing (routine and catch-up)

* Test uptake improved with education of staff and prisoners and with the
help of peers

* In 2023, forty-one men needed hepatitis C treatment: thirty-nine started

 Stigma reduced with men and staff openly discussing hepatitis C and
actively seeking tests

* Testing no longer the responsibility of a small team but part of the
culture of the prison



Any questions?
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