
“The police do not like us. Recently, a personnel from the
civil defence clicked a photo of users doing drugs there
and this went viral. The DCP [Deputy Commissioner of
Police] was called and there was a surprise visit to the
[harm reduction] centre at 8:30pm. The DCP did not
mince his words ‘You [the centre] work well but I will
only listen to the Mohalla [community],’ he said to the
management”
     Harm reduction staff 05; Informal group discussion

B A C K G R O U N D
Drug consumption is illegal in many countries
Persons possessing drugs often detained; sometimes physically violated when in custody
Society also associate PWUD with criminal activities and inflict acts of violence against them
The violence is more visible with multimedia swiftly spreading across digital platforms
Little understanding of what this visibility means to PWUD 

R E S U L T S  &  A N A L Y S I S

To understand the various forms of
violence towards PWUD, 

and the role of information and
technology in escalating these

M E T H O D O L O G Y
Qualitative research
Data collected Feb 2021 to Oct 2022
One North and one North-eastern Indian state
Participants: Persons with lived experiences, harm reduction
staff, managers and consultants.

Moral policing and going viral

O B J E C T I V E

C O N C L U S I O N
Decriminalisation of drug use is paramount. 
Structural violence exist in addition to physical violence
Technology creates unsafe spaces for PWUD; stringent policies needed on use of ICTs for moral policing
Information dissemination through mobile apps insufficient if awareness among persons with lived
experiences and society limited

“...many were shot, punished by the society, by the
villagers, punished openly, stripped naked… but that will
not deter addiction. It is countable how many are alive
today from our time”.
                                      Harm reduction staff 50; Interview.
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Observations: (a) Consultation workshop with drug
user network; (b) Multimedia of concern
Data analysis: Iterative categorisation using NVivo
Ethical measures taken

History of violence

“It is like the 80s. That was the worst wave. You see them
slapping the users in the video. We cannot let them take
matters in their hands...”
                                      Field notes, 23rd September, 2022

De jure vs the de facto
“This Act [HIV AIDS] is only for name-sake for
now – only in the app...There are meetings
about it but in actuality, there is nothing. It
talks about ombudsmen but these do not exist
in the system. Who are you going to talk about
this to”?
                 Harm reduction consultant 02; FGD

Other forms of violence
“No, they [neighbours] do not know that [we
used drugs before]...The ‘dhabbaa’ [stain]
remains...the landlord would not lease us this
room       Harm reduction expert 01; Interview

“It is and even if you go to a harm reduction
office NGO who works for harm reduction, if
they see you are using drugs, they won’t give
you a job…The outreach worker must be from
the community…It should be a peer-led
intervention”. 
        Harm reduction consultant 03; Interview


