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Background:

Globally 13.2 million people inject drugs, with 12.5% living with HIV and 39.4% with HCV. To address
the growing concern of blood borne infections among people who inject drugs (PWID), the
comprehensive provision of services within a human centric harm reduction (HR) framework is
recommended. However, HR approaches and services are challenged by limited availability and
access to commaodities, including Opioid Use Disorders (OUD) and overdose management (OD) and
needles and syringes (NS). The coverage of HR services is very low, ~18% for OUD and 35 NS per
PWID per year. The lack of visibility in optimal HR commodity pricing and market dynamic reduces
the access and availability to scale programs.

Approach:
An analysis of the availability and pricing of four commodities used in HR programs from publicly
available data was undertaken.

Analysis:

Significant disparity in the manufacturing and consumption of essential medications such as
Methadone and Buprenorphine, with high-income countries accounting for most of both production
(96% and 94%, respectively) and consumption (over 84%). This trend is similarly observed in the
consumption of naloxone. These patterns highlight the unequal access to vital medications, crucial
for treating opioid dependence and preventing overdose, across different income strata globally.
Furthermore, the complexity and opacity surrounding the production, export, and distribution of
Needle and Syringe (NS) programs pose significant challenges to comprehensive analysis and
understanding of the market.

Conclusion:

The current market for prevention commodities used in opioid agonist maintenance therapy
(methadone and buprenorphine), overdose reversal (naloxone), and needles and syringe programs
within LMICs remains nascent and opaque. Market transparency and an understanding of market
dynamics play a key role in effective harm reduction programming and helps in the identification of
opportunities for market shaping. More resources should be allocated to this effort.
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